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THE GROWN UP
BED TIME STORY LIST

by: Jennifer Budiarto

On Wednesday, October 28th, 2020, Douglas College Library hosted an event called The
Author’s Reading: Celebrating Women's History Month. The event brought us 2 amazing
excerpts from different books, one of them is a fictional story and the other is a biography.

BIDGRAPHY

VOICE OF REBELLION, BY ROBERTA STALEY

HOW MOZHDAH
JAMALZADAH
BROUGHT HOPE
TS AFGHAMISTARN

Voice of
Rebellion

ROBERTA STALEY GREYSTOME BOOKS

» The biography is about an Afghan woman, Mozhdah Jamalsadah, who is a pop singer,
actress, and champion of women’s rights.

+ The first excerpt is about Mozhdah when she was just 5 years
. old. Her family were trying to leave Afghanistan in the back of a

THIS ISS“ES truck disguised as peasants, over dangerous mountain roads

FEATURED into Pakistan. We learned how corrupt Afghans soldiers were

when Mozhdah's family bribed them as they reached an army

ARTICI_ES checkpoint.

; +» Mozhdah's family became refugees in Canada and citizens in
Vancouver, but as she grew up, she never lost hope that she
might return to her home country to help restore women's

Author’s Reading: rights.

Celebrating » Nine years later, Mozhdah returned to Afghanistan and became

the host of her own TV show where she addressed

controversies such as domestic abuse, and other taboo topics
in Afghanistan to restore women's rights,

Women's History
Month

= The second excerpt tells a story on how Mozdah's show impacted on an Afghan woman's
life. The woman came to Mozhdah after a show and explained that her husband no
longer beat up their children because of watching Mozhdah's TV show.

= Unfortunately, Mozhdah was then driven out of the country because she received a lot
of death threats, but her fight does not end there. She uses her music and acting to
spread messages about women's rights.,

FICTION

THE DESIRABLE SISTERS, BY TASLIM BURKOWICZ

TASLIM BURROWICT

* The novel is about exposing colourism issues in society,

s Lighter skin tone is preferable not only in Western culture, but also within Indian
societies as well.

» People with darker skin tone are often placed in a weaker position in society and are
more vulnerable to prejudice and racism.

« This novel illustrates two Indian sisters with different skin tones, Gia with her fair skin
and Serena with her darker skin. They live side by side but experience things differently
in life.

» Growing up, their mother used to overdress them, in fear that the sun will make their
skin darker.

« Serena is often treated as more inferior because of her darker skin. She sees that by
allowing people to regard her as exotic, she is often presented with a guicker route and
accepted by the Indian community. Serena found herself outside of a swanky hotel after

being hit on by a white guy at her office Christmas
party. Also, she has to endure growing up in a world
that prefers white skin, where beauty products to
actresses that she saw promotes lighter skin.
«» Gia with her fair skin, ends up having identity issues.
Although being fair-skinned allows her more
L opportunities, she often wonders if passing as white is
T H E gelling out her culture. Growing up, she had always
¥ acted as if being fair-skinned made her superior. Most
people commented how beautiful she is and how she
doesn't even look Indian. In the excerpt that was read
out, Gia who is used to being a part of the white society,
made a comment about wearing a burqa, something that
made Serena mad because she thought Gia is making
her white guest uncomfortable. Gia's comment was
insensitive and that might be due to the fact that she
didn't deal with a lot of discrimination and prejudice
while growing up.
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